Estate archives form an important part of the archival landscape, providing a significant focus for collection development and research initiatives. This special edition of Archives and Records focuses on the current and potential impacts of these collections; including estate archives deposited in public repositories and 'private' archives held in the historic house sector or utilized as active business assets in property and land management. The edition brings together six papers, from archivists and academics, exploring the theme of access, discovery and use of estate archives to demonstrate impact through a UK and Irish lens.
The importance of estate archives to the study and understanding of local and national histories has long been recognized 8 and collection facilitated by bodies such as the Historical Manuscripts Commission, and the emergence of county record offices and university archives across the twentieth century quickly saw a raft of estate archives being made accessible for public and academic consultation. Recent projects have demonstrated that they form a central, but sometimes overlooked, resource for achieving government priorities and building imaginative cross-sector partnerships that develop new audiences, innovative research, improved heritage interpretation and economic developments. The case studies outlined in this edition show that estate archives can provide unique insights into many aspects of local, national and global histories, sometimes over the course of centuries; ranging from politics, religion, culture and industry, through to architecture, music, farming and landscape. Engaging with the evidence residing within estate archives can serve to develop more comprehensive narratives and deeper interprestations about the lives and experiences of those individuals and communities who lived and worked within the ambit of landed estates, and to animate cultural heritage sites and landscapes.
Annie Tindley, Micky Gibbard and Alison Diamond discuss how partnership working, to enable the provision of access to 'private' estate collections, can regenerate remote rural populations. The archives of the Argyll Estates (the seat of the Clan Campbell) are being used by the Heritage Lottery funded Written in the Landscape Project to develop formal educational opportunities and increase the skills of volunteers from surrounding communities through the provision of training and experience in both archival processes and local history. The results are improved local knowledge for existing residents and the ongoing creation of opportunities for ancestral tourism amongst the Campbell diaspora.
In the second case study of a modern working landed estate, Vicki Perry, Head of Archives and Historic Collections at Hatfield House, demonstrates how its archives implicitly support core business functions, where revenue generation is the main imperative. She also discusses several innovative initiatives that explicitly use the archives for business development. These include a commercial digitization partnership that has made the personal papers of Sir William Cecil (1520-1598) and his son Sir Robert Cecil (1563-1612) available for academic research, and the creation of feasibility plans for archive tours and historical recreations.
Shaun Evans and Elen Wyn Simpson show how estate collections held by University Archives and Special Collections, and facilitated by specialist research centres, can support the UK's Higher Education impact agenda. At Bangor University, meaningful and equal partnerships between archivists, academics and cultural heritage professionals have been facilitated by the Institute for the Study of Welsh Estates (ISWE). A wide range of impact outcomes from these partnerships are explored through an analysis of collaborative efforts surrounding the Penrhyn Estate archive.
Estate archives have also been used to create impact at the Special Collections and Archives Department of the University of Limerick. Anna-Maria Hajba's practitionerbased case study describes an innovative project, using minimal staff and budget, to commemorate the centenary of the First World War. The Armstrong Papers were used to create a 'real-time' blog of the family's fortunes throughout the wartime period using digitization and interpretation of diaries, cuttings, letters, photographs, etc. that had been collected and preserved by several family members.
Michael Moss reminds us that research into estate records can provide for a more comprehensive understanding of a major heritage site. Estate collections include both personal papers and working estate records, and he explores how the latter are often overlooked for preservation, access and interpretation in favour of exploring the stories of the elite. His case study of the records of Culzean Castle, seat of the Kennedy Family (earls of Cassillis), demonstrates how estate ledgers and rent rolls can illuminate wider, and less often told, stories surrounding the economic management of estates and the social conditions of tenants and family.
Access to estate archives can be facilitated through initiatives that ensure the archives are retained and cataloguing backlogs are addressed, through projects that undertake digitization and interpretation, and through outreach activities with a wide range of stakeholders and partners. Despite these activities, a number of barriers can still prevent their use for meaningful impact. The final paper in this edition reports on a project undertaken by Gwilym Owen, Shaun Evans and Julie Mathias, academics at Bangor and Aberystwyth Universities, to understand the nature of these barriers through a series of workshops, before designing a blueprint for an online toolkit which would help to optimize the use of these records.
Estate archives are the record of how landed estates have been, or continue to be, managed, and the families who own and manage them. They contain records which span human experience providing unparalleled opportunities for learning and knowledge, and potentially contributing to a wide range of innovation and economic developments. This feeds into both government and educational agenda to demonstrate the societal impact of archives. Hopefully, this special edition of Archives and Records has demonstrated the range of these impacts and the possibilities for partnerships to enable these to be developed.
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